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Kurri Kurri smelter site acquired by Flow Systems to generate 
positive economic and environmental outcomes  
 
Australian multi-utility provider Flow Systems has recently reached agreement to purchase the 2,000ha former 
Kurri Kurri Smelter site from current owners, Hydro Aluminium. 
 
Hydro Aluminum has been preparing the site for sale since its closure in 2014, managing demolition, remediation 
and rezoning activities at the site. Hydro Aluminium Kurri Kurri Managing Director Mr Richard Brown said the 
decision to sell the site to Flow Systems was due to the values shared between the two groups. 
 
“Flow Systems is the ideal partner for us to work with to renew the Kurri Kurri site while meeting our 
environmental and social commitments to the people of the local region. 
 
“Environmental stewardship is a hallmark of Hydro’s global business. We selected Flow because we felt their 
commitment to sustainable economic and environmental values was directly aligned with ours,” he said. 
 
Over the next 10 years the project is expected to deliver approximately 250ha for employment activities, around 
250ha for residential development, and more than 1,200 hectares for conservation purposes. This is expected to 
generate employment opportunities during the construction phase as well as long-term jobs in retail, commercial, 
industrial and tourism sectors. 
 
Flow Systems’ Executive Manager-Development Solutions, Jamin Tappouras, said the Kurri Kurri site presented 
an exciting opportunity for Flow Systems to showcase how innovation and sustainability could be the catalyst for 
growth.  
 
“Flow Systems and its development partners intend to deliver a new community that at its heart is economically 
viable, liveable and sustainable. It will bring much-needed new services, new amenities, jobs and broader 
economic vitality to the existing Hunter Valley growth corridor. Flow’s vision is premised on a residential 
development eventually comprising 2000+ homes and a thriving business, retail and tourism precinct, featuring 
parklands and enhanced wetlands for public amenity,” Mr Tappouras said. 
 
“Flow is working on a bold and enlightened vision for the Kurri Kurri project to bring long-term sustainable 
vibrancy full of innovation, with best practice sustainability built in. The non-residential precinct will be developed 
to attract international and national business, that may benefit from resilient and sustainable energy uses, to 
enhance the region as an employment destination.”  
 
Mr Tappouras said energy security was paramount for business and residents, and the proposal included 
alternatives such as solar and smart energy storage, with the opportunity to export to the grid.   
 
The project will showcase Flow Systems’ fully sustainable, multi-utility residential and commercial services 
delivery model not yet seen in Australia.  
 
“On completion, the project will be a global exemplar for what can be achieved in this sector,” Mr Tappouras said. 
 
“We are looking forward to engaging with the local community on this very exciting opportunity to deliver 
essential housing and jobs to the local area, while also providing much-needed services that are both 
environmentally responsible and cost effective to future residents,” Mr Tappouras added. 
 
Flow will be providing infrastructure and utility services for drinking water, recycled water, wastewater, 
telecommunications and embedded energy networks for the total project in one integrated delivery platform.  
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This will bring a significant reduction in the costs of household utilities for homes and businesses within the 
project. 
 
Flow takes immediate responsibility for the development and transition of the site while Hydro will continue the 
demolition and remediation of the smelter and surrounding land, which is expected to take another three to five 
years to complete. 
 
Demolition, remediation and recycling is well underway along with Biodiversity Certification for 1,250 hectares of 
conservation lands (85% of the buffer land around the smelter site) and rezoning of the remaining areas for 
residential and commercial use.  
 
Flow Systems is progressing with the development of the residential areas to the east of the smelter site between 
Cliftleigh and Gillieston Heights and will partner with local residential developers to facilitate progress. 
 
The project is proceeding along the rezoning pathway. Flow Systems is now continuing development and planning 
actvities with both Cessnock and Maitland City Councils. 
 
 

For Further Information 

Jamin Tappouras 
Executive Manager – Development Solutions 
Flow Systems  
M: 0419 682 650 
 
 
Michael Ulph  
Media Contact for Hydro Aluminium Kurri Kurri 
GHD 
M: 0458 049 847 
 

 

Flow Systems  

Flow Systems Pty Ltd is a sustainable multi-utility providing drinking water, recycled water, wastewater services, 
embedded energy networks, and hot water systems to communities including greenfield and urban infill 
communities. 

In total, Flow Systems is providing utility services to over 400 communities and ultimately 100,000 customers in 
the next five years. Flow Systems is committed to creating new solutions that harness innovation, reduce costs 
and carbon outputs while ensuring greater operating efficiencies that can be returned to the community.   

Creating communities of the future 

Flow Systems is working with leading developers and councils to create future communities, underpinned by 
sustainable energy and water networks. These communities are demonstrating capital cost savings and multiple 
benefits to developers, councils and customers: 

 Differentiating the development as a sustainable development 

 Facilitating developer innovation and hastening delivery 

 Providing the best possible brand equity for developers 

 Compliance with new metering requirements 
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Current Projects 

 Huntlee – Hunter Valley 

 Cooranbong – Lake Macquarie 

 Wyee – Lake Macquarie 

 Green Square Town Centre - Sydney 

 Central Park – Sydney 

 Discovery Point – Sydney 

 Box Hill – Sydney 

 Shepherds Bay - Sydney 

 The Orchards – Sydney 

 Crown Arc - Sydney 

 Brisbane Sky Tower – Brisbane 

 Newstead Central – Brisbane 

 Portside East - Brisbane 
 

ENDS 


